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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctiv 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. a'simciiy 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 5 recites "the permanent magnet" on line 10 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. 

Claim 5 recites "said disc holding one side of the permanent magnet on the other 
side". It is not clear what corresponds to "the other side". 

Claim 5 recites "said disc" on line 1 3 of the claim. It is unclear which of the two 
previously recited discs corresponds to "said disc". 

C/a/m Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth m section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
'"iV*"^' "^^"^^ ^ ^hole would have been obvious at the timTthe 



SSiElh^^f n!,i°K^ P^''? 9 ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Menjak et 
al (US#6619444) in view of Carlson (WO 99/06731). 



Application/Control Number: 10/665,325 Page 3 
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Menjak et al disclose a motor having a simplified loading device (figure 2), 
comprising: a stator; a rotor 40; a motor casing 22 comprising said stator and rotor; a 
motor shaft 31 provided protrusively from said motor casing, said motor shaft supporting 
said rotor; a housing 36 formed of a non-magnetic material (see column 2, lines 31-33), 
and the housing assembled to said motor casing so as to cover said motor shaft 
provided protrusively from said motor casing. Menjak et al further disclose a load 
device 30 with a magnetic fluid, but lack the specific details of the load device required 
by the claims. Carlson teaches a similar load device including (see figure 4); a first 
annular disc (half of housing 22a or 22b arranged so that one side face thereof is in 
contact with an inside wall surface of the housing (not labeled), said disc holding one 
side of a permanent magnet 25a or 25b on the other side, and said motor shaft being 
held on the axis of said disc; a second annular disc (other half of housing 22a or 22b) 
holding the other side of said permanent magnet, and said motor shaft being held on 
the axis of said disc; a magnetic fluid 34a provided between said motor shaft and the 
inner peripheral faces of said first and second discs. The load device of Carlson further 
provides the benefit of minimizing the settling of particles in the magnetic fiuid. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to utilize the load device as taught by Carlson in the device of Menjak et al to minimize 
settling of the particles in the magnefic fluid, thereby ensuring proper operation 
regardless of age. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon Is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Kogure, Janson, Searle et al, Schmidt and English Jr et al. All 
show magnetic load devices. 

Any Inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bradley T King whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
8346. The examiner can normally be reached on 1 1 :00-7:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Lavinder can be reached on (703) 308-3421 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





DOUGLAS C.BUTLER 
PRIMARY EXAMl^JER 




